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Abstract 

The rapid adoption of Electric Vehicles (EVs) has increased the demand for safe, efficient, reliable and long-life 

lithium-ion battery systems. One of the major challenges associated with EV batteries is thermal management. 

During charging and discharging, electrochemical reactions and internal resistance generate heat. Excessive 

temperature and temperature non-uniformity can negatively affect battery performance, accelerate degradation 

and increase safety risks. 

Conventional Battery Thermal Management Systems (BTMS) generally use fixed or rule-based control strategies. 

These approaches may not respond optimally to rapidly changing operating conditions such as load current, state of 

charge, ambient temperature and driving conditions. Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) 

provide an opportunity to predict battery temperature and adapt the cooling requirement according to real-time 

conditions. 

This research proposes an AI-based predictive thermal management framework for lithium-ion batteries used in 

electric vehicles. Battery operating parameters such as current, voltage, state of charge, ambient temperature and 

cooling conditions are considered as input variables. Machine-learning models such as Artificial Neural Network 

(ANN), Random Forest (RF) and XGBoost can be trained to predict battery temperature. The predicted 

temperature can subsequently be used to determine an appropriate cooling requirement. Model performance can 

be evaluated using Mean Absolute Error (MAE), Root Mean Square Error (RMSE) and coefficient of 

determination (R²). The proposed approach aims to maintain battery temperature within a suitable operating 

region while reducing unnecessary cooling energy consumption. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Electric Vehicles have emerged as an important alternative to conventional internal-combustion-engine vehicles 

because of their potential to reduce dependence on fossil fuels and decrease vehicle emissions. The performance of an 

EV strongly depends on the characteristics and operating condition of its battery pack. 

Lithium-ion batteries are widely used in EV applications because of their high energy density, relatively high power 

capability and long cycle life. However, battery performance is strongly affected by temperature. 

During high-current charging and discharging, heat generation can increase significantly. If heat is not effectively 

removed, the battery temperature can rise and temperature differences can develop between cells. 

Battery Thermal Management Systems are therefore required to control battery temperature and improve 

temperature uniformity. Current approaches include air cooling, liquid cooling, phase-change-material cooling, 

heat pipes and hybrid cooling systems. Recent research also highlights the increasing use of AI, ML and 

intelligent control methods in BTMS. 

This research therefore proposes an AI-based predictive thermal management framework that combines battery 

thermal monitoring, machine-learning-based temperature prediction and adaptive cooling control. 

 

2. PROBLEM STATEMENT 
During EV operation, the battery is subjected to continuously changing electrical and environmental conditions. 

High current, high ambient temperature, rapid charging and aggressive driving can increase heat generation. 

A conventional cooling system may operate continuously or according to predetermined temperature thresholds. 

This can lead to unnecessary cooling-system energy consumption, delayed response to rapidly changing thermal 

conditions, non-uniform temperature distribution, reduced thermal-management efficiency and difficulty adapting 

to different operating conditions. 

Therefore, there is a need for a predictive thermal-management system capable of estimating battery temperature in 

advance and adjusting cooling according to the predicted thermal condition. 

 

3. RESEARCH GAP 
Previous research has demonstrated the potential of machine learning for battery-temperature prediction and thermal 

management. Recent reviews identify AI-based adaptive control as an important direction for EV thermal-

management systems. However, challenges remain in real-time implementation, computational requirements, 

robustness under changing operating conditions and balancing thermal performance against energy consumption. 

The research gap addressed in this paper is the development of an integrated framework that does not only predict 

battery temperature but also uses the prediction to determine an appropriate cooling requirement while considering 

cooling-energy consumption. 

 

4. AIM OF THE RESEARCH 
To develop an AI-based predictive thermal-management framework for EV batteries that maintains suitable battery 

temperature while reducing unnecessary cooling energy consumption. 
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5. OBJECTIVES 

1. To study heat generation and thermal behaviour in EV lithium-ion batteries. 

2. To identify important parameters affecting battery temperature. 

3. To develop a machine-learning model for battery-temperature prediction. 

4. To compare the prediction performance of different ML algorithms. 

5. To develop an adaptive cooling-control strategy based on predicted temperature. 

6. To compare AI-based control with conventional cooling control. 

7. To evaluate thermal performance and cooling-energy consumption. 

8. To determine the feasibility of implementing AI-based thermal management in EV applications. 

 

 

6. LITERATURE REVIEW 
6.1 Battery Thermal Management 

Battery thermal management is essential because battery temperature affects safety, performance and 

durability. Current BTMS technologies include active air cooling, liquid cooling, passive phase-change-

material cooling and hybrid systems. 

6.2 Machine Learning for Battery Thermal Management 

Machine learning can identify relationships between battery operating parameters and thermal behaviour without 

requiring a complete high-fidelity physical model. Parameters commonly considered include current, voltage, state of 

charge, ambient temperature, battery temperature and cooling-flow rate. 

6.3 Artificial Neural Networks 

ANNs can model nonlinear relationships between multiple input variables and battery temperature. Research has 

investigated ANN, LSTM, GRU and other neural-network approaches for battery-temperature prediction. 

6.4 Intelligent Predictive Control 

Machine-learning-based predictive control can predict thermal variables and optimize thermal-management operation. 

The actual energy benefit is system- and operating-condition-dependent. 

6.5 Research Direction 

The literature indicates that the future of EV thermal management is moving toward integrated intelligent systems 

involving AI, predictive control, digital twins and coordinated thermal management. 

 

7. BATTERY THERMAL BEHAVIOUR 
Heat generated in a battery can be broadly associated with irreversible and reversible electrochemical effects. 

Q̇ = I²R + IT(∂U/∂T) 

where Q̇ is heat-generation rate, I is battery current, R is internal resistance, T is absolute temperature and U is 

open-circuit voltage. 

For a lumped thermal model: 
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mCp(dT/dt) = Q̇ − Q̇cool 

where m is battery mass, Cp is specific heat capacity, T is battery temperature and Q̇cool is heat removed by the 

cooling system. 

 

8. PROPOSED AI-BASED THERMAL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
The proposed system consists of five major stages. 

Stage 1 – Data acquisition: battery voltage, current, state of charge, ambient temperature, battery temperature, 

charging/discharging rate and cooling-flow rate. 

Stage 2 – Data preprocessing: missing-value checking, cleaning, filtering, normalization/scaling and train/test 

splitting. 

Stage 3 – ML temperature prediction: Random Forest, XGBoost and Artificial Neural Network models are trained 

to predict battery temperature. 

Stage 4 – Intelligent cooling decision: the predicted temperature is compared with the desired operating region and 

the cooling command is adjusted. 

Stage 5 – Performance evaluation: maximum temperature, temperature variation, MAE, RMSE, R², cooling energy 

and response time are evaluated. 

 

9. PROPOSED SYSTEM FLOWCHART 
Start → Battery operating data → Voltage + Current + SOC + Ambient Temperature + Battery Temperature → 

Data preprocessing → Training/testing dataset → Machine Learning Model → Predict battery temperature → 

Check predicted temperature → Maintain/reduce or increase cooling → Measure actual temperature → Compare 

predicted and actual temperature → Calculate thermal and energy-performance parameters → Performance 

evaluation → End. 

 

10. MACHINE LEARNING MODELS 

10.1 Random Forest 

Random Forest uses multiple decision trees and combines their predictions. It handles nonlinear relationships and 

is useful for feature-importance analysis. 

10.2 XGBoost 

XGBoost is a gradient-boosting method capable of modelling complex nonlinear relationships and structured datasets. 

10.3 Artificial Neural Network 

An ANN consists of interconnected layers of neurons. A possible structure is Input Layer → Hidden Layer 1 → 

Hidden Layer 2 → Output Layer. 

Possible inputs are X = [I, V, SOC, Tamb, Tbattery, cooling flow]. Output is predicted battery temperature. 

 

 

11. PERFORMANCE METRICS 
Mean Absolute Error: 
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MAE = (1/n) Σ |yi − ŷi| 

Root Mean Square Error: 

RMSE = √[(1/n) Σ(yi − ŷi)²] 

Coefficient of Determination: 

R² = 1 − [Σ(yi − ŷi)² / Σ(yi − ȳ)²] 

Lower MAE and RMSE indicate lower prediction error, while an R² value closer to 1 indicates stronger agreement 

between predicted and actual temperature. 

 

12. EXPERIMENTAL / SIMULATION DESIGN 
Option A – Experimental approach 

A small battery test setup can include a lithium-ion battery/module, temperature sensors, voltage/current sensors, 

microcontroller or data-acquisition system, controlled cooling and a computer for data processing. Testing must 

remain within manufacturer specifications and appropriate laboratory safety procedures. 

Option B – Simulation/data-driven approach 

An existing battery dataset or validated battery/thermal simulation can be used to generate operating data. 

The workflow is Dataset → preprocessing → ML training → temperature prediction → cooling-control model 

→ performance analysis. 

 

 

13. EXPERIMENTAL VARIABLES 
Input parameters: battery current, voltage, SOC, ambient temperature and cooling-flow rate. Target 

output: battery temperature. 

Performance parameters: maximum temperature, temperature difference, cooling energy and response time. 

 

 

14. COMPARATIVE STUDY 
Case 1 – Conventional cooling: cooling operates according to a fixed rule or threshold. 

Case 2 – AI-based predictive cooling: the ML model predicts temperature and the controller adjusts cooling 

according to predicted thermal conditions. 

The final study should compare maximum temperature, temperature uniformity, cooling energy, response time 

and prediction error. Numerical values must be obtained from actual experiments or simulations and must not be 

fabricated. 

 

15. EXPECTED RESULTS 
The proposed system is expected to predict battery temperature with useful accuracy, detect increasing thermal load 

before the temperature reaches an undesirable level, reduce unnecessary cooling operation, maintain improved 

temperature control and provide a basis for real-time intelligent thermal management. Any percentage improvement 

must be calculated from measured data. 
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16. NOVELTY OF THE PROPOSED WORK 

The main novelty is the integration of temperature prediction, adaptive cooling and energy optimization. The 

proposed work asks whether future battery temperature can be predicted accurately enough to control cooling 

proactively while minimizing cooling energy consumption. 

 

17. ADVANTAGES 

• Predictive rather than purely reactive control 

• Improved thermal monitoring 

• Adaptive cooling 

• Reduced unnecessary auxiliary energy consumption 

• Improved temperature uniformity 

• Potential improvement in battery operating life 

• Compatibility with smart Battery Management Systems 

• Potential real-time implementation 

 

 

18. LIMITATIONS 

1. ML performance depends strongly on the quality and range of training data. 

2. A model trained under limited conditions may not generalize to all driving conditions. 

3. Real-time implementation requires appropriate computational hardware. 

4. Battery chemistry and pack configuration influence thermal behaviour. 

5. Extreme thermal events require dedicated safety systems; AI prediction should not be treated as the only 

protection mechanism. 

6. Experimental validation at cell, module and vehicle levels can produce different results. 

 

 

19. FUTURE SCOPE 
Future research can investigate LSTM/GRU deep learning, reinforcement learning for cooling control, digital twins, 

physics-informed AI, multi-objective optimization of temperature/cooling energy/degradation, and integrated vehicle 

thermal management involving the battery, motor, power electronics and HVAC systems. 

 

20. CONCLUSION 
This research proposes an AI-based predictive thermal-management framework for electric-vehicle lithium-ion 

batteries. Battery thermal behaviour is affected by current, state of charge, ambient temperature and cooling 

conditions. Conventional thermal-management strategies can be limited by reactive or fixed control characteristics. 

The proposed framework uses machine-learning models to predict battery temperature and determine an 

appropriate cooling requirement. Random Forest, XGBoost and Artificial Neural Network models can be 

compared using MAE, RMSE and R². The predicted thermal state can then be incorporated into an adaptive 

cooling-control strategy. 
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The central contribution is the integration of AI-based temperature prediction with adaptive thermal control and 

cooling-energy consideration. Such an approach has potential for intelligent Battery Management Systems, digital-

twin-based EV platforms and integrated vehicle thermal-management systems. 
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