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Abstract

Agriculture remains the backbone of the Indian economy and provides livelihood to a
significant portion of the population. Government policies and welfare schemes play a crucial
role in supporting farmers and ensuring sustainable agricultural development. This research
paper presents a socio-legal analysis of agricultural welfare schemes in India and examines
their effectiveness in improving farmers’ socio-economic conditions. The study focuses on
the constitutional framework, government policies, and major agricultural schemes
implemented by the Union and State governments. It evaluates how these schemes contribute
to farmers’ welfare, agricultural productivity, and rural development. The research further
analyses the challenges in implementation and suggests policy reforms to enhance the impact
of agricultural schemes. The paper concludes that although several welfare schemes have
significantly benefited farmers, proper awareness, transparency, and institutional coordination
are essential to ensure equitable distribution and long-term sustainability.
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1. Introduction

Agriculture has been the foundation of India's economy for centuries and continues to be a
vital source of employment and livelihood for millions of people. Nearly a large section of
rural households depend on agriculture either directly or indirectly for survival. The
agricultural sector not only ensures food security but also contributes to national income,
exports, and rural development.
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In India, agriculture has also been deeply linked with social justice, rural welfare, and
economic equality. The government has introduced numerous agricultural schemes to
improve farm productivity, ensure financial security for farmers, and support rural
infrastructure. These schemes aim to address problems such as low agricultural income,
climate uncertainty, lack of irrigation facilities, and limited access to markets.

The constitutional structure of India also recognizes the importance of agriculture. Under the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution, agriculture primarily falls under the State List, giving
state governments the authority to legislate on agricultural matters. However, the Union
government also plays an important role through policy formulation, subsidies, and centrally
sponsored schemes.

The present research paper examines various agricultural welfare schemes from a socio-legal
perspective and analyzes their impact on farmers and rural society.

2. Concept and Meaning of Agricultural Welfare Schemes

Agricultural welfare schemes refer to government programs designed to support farmers
through financial assistance, subsidies, technological support, crop insurance, and market
access.

These schemes aim to:
e Increase agricultural productivity
e Improve farmers’ income
e Promote sustainable farming practices
e Provide financial security to farmers
e Strengthen rural infrastructure

The schemes are implemented through both central and state governments, often involving
cooperative federalism where both levels of government share responsibilities.

3. Constitutional and Legal Framework for Agricultural Development

The Indian Constitution provides a strong foundation for agricultural development and
farmers’ welfare. Several constitutional provisions support agriculture and rural welfare.

3.1 Agriculture under the Constitution

Agriculture is included in the State List (Entry 14) under the Seventh Schedule, meaning
state governments have primary authority to regulate agricultural activities.

3.2 Directive Principles of State Policy

Certain Directive Principles encourage the State to promote agricultural development and
rural welfare.

Important provisions include:
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e Article 38: Promotion of social and economic justice
e Article 39(b): Distribution of resources for the common good
e Article 43: Promotion of rural livelihood and cottage industries

e Article 48: Organization of agriculture and animal husbandry on modern scientific
lines

These constitutional directives create a legal obligation for governments to adopt welfare
policies for farmers.

4. Major Agricultural Welfare Schemes in India
4.1 Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)

One of the most important schemes introduced by the Government of India is the PM-
KISAN scheme, which provides direct income support to farmers. Under this scheme,
eligible farmers receive annual financial assistance transferred directly into their bank
accounts.

Objectives of the scheme include:
o Financial assistance to small and marginal farmers
o Ensuring income stability
e Reducing agricultural distress
This scheme has benefited millions of farmers across India.
4.2 National Horticulture Mission

The National Horticulture Mission (NHM) was launched to promote horticulture
development in India. The scheme focuses on increasing production of fruits, vegetables,
flowers, and spices.

Major goals include:
e Increasing horticulture production
e Generating rural employment
e Promoting modern farming technologies

This program has significantly contributed to agricultural diversification.

4.3 Rural Godown Scheme (Gramin Bhandaran Yojana)

The Rural Godown Scheme aims to improve storage facilities in rural areas. It provides
subsidies for constructing warehouses and storage units.

Objectives include:
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e Reducing post-harvest losses
e Allowing farmers to store produce

o Improving market price realization

4.4 State-Level Farmer Support Schemes

Various state governments have also introduced innovative agricultural schemes.
Examples include:

Rythu Bandhu Scheme

This scheme provides direct investment support to farmers to help them purchase seeds,
fertilizers, and other agricultural inputs.

Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana
This scheme provides financial assistance to farmers for crop production and income support.

These schemes demonstrate how state governments contribute to farmers’ welfare through
localized policies.

5. Socio-Economic Impact of Agricultural Schemes
Agricultural schemes have produced several positive socio-economic impacts.
5.1 Improvement in Farmers’ Income

Direct income support schemes have helped farmers meet their basic agricultural expenses
and reduce dependence on moneylenders.

5.2 Agricultural Productivity

Subsidies for seeds, fertilizers, irrigation, and modern technology have increased crop
productivity.

5.3 Rural Employment

Schemes related to horticulture and allied activities have created employment opportunities in
rural areas.

5.4 Reduction in Poverty

Financial support and infrastructure development have improved rural living standards.

6. Challenges in Implementation

Despite the benefits of agricultural schemes, several challenges remain.
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6.1 Lack of Awareness
Many farmers are unaware of government schemes due to poor information dissemination.
6.2 Administrative Delays

Complex procedures and bureaucratic delays sometimes prevent farmers from receiving
benefits.

6.3 Digital Divide

Many schemes require online registration, which may be difficult for farmers lacking digital
literacy.

6.4 Inequality in Distribution

Small and marginal farmers sometimes receive fewer benefits compared to larger
landowners.

7. Suggestions and Policy Recommendations
1. Increase awareness programs in rural areas regarding agricultural schemes.
Simplify the application procedures for farmers.
Strengthen digital infrastructure in rural regions.
Ensure transparency in the distribution of subsidies.
Introduce farmer-friendly grievance redressal mechanisms.
Promote cooperative farming and farmer producer organizations.

Improve agricultural insurance schemes.
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Encourage sustainable and climate-resilient agriculture.

8. Conclusion

Agricultural welfare schemes play a vital role in strengthening the socio-economic condition
of farmers in India. These schemes aim to provide financial security, improve agricultural
productivity, and support rural development. However, the success of such schemes depends
largely on proper implementation, transparency, and awareness among farmers.

A strong coordination between central and state governments is essential for ensuring that the
benefits of agricultural schemes reach every farmer. By strengthening institutional
mechanisms and improving policy implementation, agricultural schemes can significantly
contribute to sustainable agricultural growth and rural prosperity.

This article can be downloaded from https://ijerst.ore/index.php/ijerst 1245



https://ijerst.org/index.php/ijerst

Int. J. Engg. Res. & Sci. & Tech. 2026

575" ntemationlJourmal o Engineering Research and Scence & Technology

References

1.

Government of India, Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Scheme, Ministry of
Agriculture.

Government of India, National Horticulture Mission Guidelines.

Directorate of Marketing & Inspection, Gramin Bhandaran Yojana Policy
Document.

Telangana Government, Rythu Bandhu Scheme Policy Report.
Chhattisgarh Government, Rajiv Gandhi Kisan Nyay Yojana Policy Overview.

Shaurya Shrestha Awasthi, Analysis of Constitutional Validity of Farm Laws 2020,
Chanakya Law Review.

Shoumitro Chatterjee et al., Agricultural Federalism and Constitutional Vision,
Economic and Political Weekly.

This article can be downloaded from https://ijerst.ore/index.php/ijerst 1246



https://ijerst.org/index.php/ijerst

